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ELECTRICITY ALPHABET SOUP                                                                                                                                                 

CNI   (Critical National Infrastructure) – CNI is a complex network of interdependent systems that 

enables transactions and information flow for private business and government entities.  Electronics are 

used to control, communicate, compute, store, manage and implement nearly every aspect of the 

United States’ critical infrastructure. Electric power supports the other critical infrastructures, including 

supply and distribution of water, food, fuel, communications, transport, financial transactions, 

emergency services, and all other infrastructures supporting the national economy.  

    Critical National Infrastructures 

  

Source: Report of the Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse Attack (7/10/08) 
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http://www.empcommission.org/
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WORTH REVIEWING                                                                                                                    

Baltimore’s Abel Foundation recently released Maryland’s Offshore Wind Power Potential a study done 
by the Center for Carbon-free Power Integration, College of Earth, Ocean and Environment at the 
University of Delaware. Relying only on ocean waters, the study concluded that 67 percent of 
Maryland’s needed electricity could be supplied using existing technology. That amount increases to 179 
percent by using developing technologies and greater depth for the placement of turbines. (Maryland’s 
goal by 2022 is that 22.5 percent of retail electricity must be produced from renewable sources, up to 18 
percent of which can be from wind.)  Read more at www.abell.org. 

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE UPDATE                                                                                                      

As of March 4, 2010, 68 pieces of energy-related legislation have been filed for consideration in the                 
2010 Maryland General Assembly session. An overview of selected proposed legislation is below,                                   
click here to see a list of all of the bills that are being considered.  

HB1372/SB942- The Renewables First Act                                                                                                           
Sponsor(s)- Delegate Hecht, Senator Pugh, etc. al.                                                                                             
This legislation would require an electric company that provides standard service to include specified 
information about electricity supply options available to a customer; require the Commission to educate 
consumers about customer choice in accordance with a provision of law; require the Commission to 
host a section on its website related to customer choice; and require the website to include specified 
information; etc.                                                                                                                                                     

HB1224/SB558- Public Service Commission - Power Purchasing Agreements - Renewable Energy 
Sponsor(s)-Delegate Hucker, Senator Pinsky, etc. al.                                                                                                                    
This legislation would require the Public Service Commission to direct specified electricity suppliers to 
enter into specified long-term power purchasing agreements according to a specified schedule; stating 
the findings of the General Assembly; authorize the Commission to waive the requirement for an 
electricity supplier to enter into long-term power purchasing agreements under specified circumstances; 
and require the Commission to consider specified factors when making a specified determination 
related to granting a waiver; etc.                                                                                                                            

SB1094- Public Service Commission - Restriction on the Construction of Overhead Transmission Lines                                                                                                                          
Sponsor(s)- Senator Brinkley, Senator Mooney                                                                                                  
This legislation would prohibit the Public Service Commission from authorizing, and an electric company 
from undertaking or exercising a right of condemnation in relation to, the construction of an overhead 
transmission line designed to carry in excess of 69,000 volts if the electric company is owned in whole or 
in part by one or more entities that are not electric companies or do not have specified authority; and 
provide that the Act apply retroactively to applications filed or pending on or after February 1, 2010.  
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http://www.abell.org/
http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/subjects/energym.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/billfile/hb1372.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/billfile/sb0942.htm
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa12239.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/05sen/html/msa14413.html
http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/billfile/hb1224.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/billfile/sb0558.htm
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa14620.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/05sen/html/msa12156.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/05sen/html/msa12156.html
http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/billfile/sb1094.htm
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/05sen/html/msa12193.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/05sen/html/msa02795.html
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FLASHES FROM THE WIRE                                                                                                                                                

Power Up on Smart Grid Cyber Security                                                                                                                          

Wall Street Journal, 2/25/10 

Lawmakers Move to Slow PATH Project                                                                                                                     

Frederick News-Post, 2/23/10 

The Long Road to an Alternative-Energy Future                                                                                                               

Wall Street Journal, 2/22/10 

MD Chamber, IBEW Join Forces to Push for Renewable Energy Expansion                                              

Baltimore Business Journal, 2/19/10 

Study Boosts Notion of Offshore Wind Production                                                                                               

Baltimore Sun, 2/9/10  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS                                                                                                                                        

MDRP currently has 103 members, for a complete list, visit: www.mdforreliablepower.com                                                                                                                     

Hatfield Dentistry is the Greenbelt office of Dr. Dennis Hatfield engaged in the practice of general 

dentistry including restorative, preventive and cosmetic procedures as well as periodontics and 

orthodontics. Practice administrator Robin Hatfield at office@drhatfielddds.com is their MDRP contact.   

International Environmental Data Rescue Organization of Deale is led by Executive Director and Board 

Director Dr. Richard Crouthamel at R.Crouthamel@IEDRO.org who also serves ad MDRP’s contact. The 

charitable organization collects weather information from 10 countries located in Africa and Central and 

South America and converts them into a digital format. The information is used to forecast weather and 

is used in agriculture, medicine, engineering and climate change studies.    

The Law Offices of James L. Mayer, P.A., in Marriottsville specialize in estate planning, estate 

administration, wills, trusts, real estate, general contract law and general litigation. James L. Mayer, in 

the practice of law since 1975, is MDRP’s contact at jamayer@jlmayerlaw.com. 

CONSERVATION TIP                                                                                                                                   

Heating and cooling with geothermal energy may make economic sense as new tax credits and other 

financial incentives have become available to offset the cost of their installation. To identify financing 

incentives, visit www.energy.state.md.us 
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http://blogs.wsj.com/source/2010/02/25/power-up-on-smart-grid-cyber-security/tab/article/
http://www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/business/display.htm?StoryID=101649
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704757904575077312569582760.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/baltimore/stories/2010/02/22/editorial1.html?b=1266814800%5E2903481&s=industry&i=energy
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2010-02-09/features/bal-md.gr.wind09feb09_1_wind-turbines-bluewater-wind-offshore-wind
http://www.mdforreliablepower.com/
mailto:office@drhatfielddds.com
mailto:R.Crouthamel@IEDRO.org
mailto:jamayer@jlmayerlaw.com
http://www.energy.state.md.us/

